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Back in 2016, while studying at NYU, Dylan Tashjian had a crazy idea: create a theater festival in 

his hometown of Hickory, North Carolina. He called Robert Fuller, and the two of them developed 

the idea further, but they realized they needed to add another piece to the puzzle. They brought 

in Jordan Makant, and an inseparable team of Hickory artists was born.  

 

What started as a love letter to the city that supported three young artists has become an annual 

tradition that continues to make a lasting impact on the community. As the Hickory Playground 

grows, the partnership between the three continues to evolve and grow stronger than ever, forming 

a community of ideas that provides space for the creation of new initiatives in the community and 

in the world. As the team continues to grow, the Hickory Playground is proud to evolve while staying 

true to its original and eternal mission: giving back to the community. 

 

At the Hickory Playground, we believe in art. We believe in artists. And we believe the next 

generation of artists, leaders, and innovators can be found in our public school system. Through the 

Hickory Playground, we bring our community together by providing a platform for local artists to 

share their stories. The arts belong in our school systems, but as budgets get tighter, programs get 

cut. It is our mission to provide every child, regardless of their background, equal access to the arts. 

As the founding members of the Hickory Playground, we are proud of the $13,000 we have 

donated over the past two years to the arts departments of public schools in the community. We 

look forward to watching that number grow. This money will help ensure that children have access 

to the arts, and it will help inspire them to make a difference in their community.  

 

We believe that one does not have to be an artist to be positively affected by the arts. The Hickory 

Playground will continue to spread our mission, our vision, and our story to communities around the 

country by investing in the arts, in public education, and in artists, to create a lasting impact. 

Together, we can create a more creative tomorrow. 

 

With heartfelt thanks, 

 

Dylan Tashjian 

Robert Fuller 

Jordan Makant 

 


